AFTER THE  BATTLE

"Then you may go without parole/* I said, as
he and his crew would be only an encumbrance as
prisoners.

The very next day the Callao, commanded by
Lieutenant Tappan, was doing duty as a gun-boat
in our service by boarding vessels off the Bocas. We
also commissioned the armed transport Manila,
under command of Lieutenant-Commander Frederic
Singer. The Barcelo, Rapido, Hercules, and other
small craft that had been captured were all trans-
formed into auxiliaries which became valuable on
patrol and messenger duty.

My instructions sent by Acting-Secretary Roose-
velt had said that I was to conduct offensive opera-
tions in the Philippine Islands. My idea first and
last was to obey them in spirit and letter until I
was otherwise ordered. While we remained at war
with Spain our purpose must be to strike at the
power of Spain wherever possible. The question of
making the Philippine Islands United States terri-
tory was one of policy for the nation at home to
decide, which had nothing to do with my duties as
a naval officer.

When I sent the McCtdloch to Hong Kong again,
on May 13, in my report of conditions I once more
emphasized the fact that I could take the city at
any moment; and now I impressed upon the govern-
ment at home the necessity, if it were our indention
to occupy Manila, that a force of occupation shoulde been paroled, I shall be shot/'ublic's fear
